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[In the following letter to Mrs. Rieder, Lawrence explains his
future movements. In a letter of the same date to Hogarth
he adds: 'I expect to get back about mid-July, and may bring
the Hoja and Dahum with me: which will shock you.']
62: TO MRS.  RIEDER
June 14, [1913]                                                                 Carchemish
[33 lines omimd~\ As for my movements, at this moment they are
controlled by sand-flies: next week I go down the Euphrates by
canoe (have you heard of the Canadian canoe?) four days to look at
Rakka where I may dig for the Ottoman government, if miracles
continue. Thence back to England in mid-July, for ten days,
during which I fear it will be very doubtful that I see you.
Nod wants to know what happened to the 18 Kurds1 . . . they
were representatives of two great feudal chiefs, who had made
war on one another for 40 years . . . and in our house they met on
neutral ground, and fell each on all the others' necks (like a Rugger
scrum) and kissed. Since there has been peace in N. Mesopotamia
such as has not been for generations. Must tell W.-S.2 all this
next time I see him.
Tell Noel next that a feud broke out between two great families
among our workmen, and that the digs for six days were two
armed camps, not eating together, or speaking, walking the same
path, or labouring in the same gang. And then we got angry,
and shut the protagonists into the photographic dark room: ...
(atmospherically the nth of H.3 of Calcutta) for a couple of hours.
They came out limp, & white, very much flea-bitten, but good
friends and fellows in misfortune . . . and by payment of a blood-
money durable peace was cemented next day. Salaamat TEL.
[The dig at Carchemish closed on June 16th, when Woolley
left, but Lawrence after visiting Rakka continued to live at the
site till July I4th.
1 See letter No. 59.  There is an account of this meeting in Woolley's Dead Towns
and Lituing Men.
2 WiUoughby-Smith of the British Consular service at Beyrout.   Lawrence liked to
tell him tall stories.
3 The Black Hole of Calcutta.